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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1094

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmttee on State Governnent (originally sponsored by
Representatives Hatfield and Morris)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 03/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to elections by mail; anending RCW 29.38.010,
29. 38. 020, 29.38.030, and 29.04.040; and adding a new section to
chapter 29.38 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29.38.010 and 2001 ¢ 241 s 15 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The county auditor may designate any precinct having fewer than
two hundred active registered voters at the tinme of closing of voter
registration as provided in RCW 29.07.160 as a nail ballot precinct.
The county auditor shall notify each registered voter by mail that for
all future primaries and elections the voting in his or her precinct
will be by mail ballot only. In determining the nunber of registered
voters in a precinct for the purposes of this section, persons who are
ongoi ng absentee voters under RCW 29.36.240 shall not be counted.
Nothing in this section may be construed as altering the vote tallying
requi renments of RCW 29. 62. 090.
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status restored to active.))

If the precinct exceeds two hundred registered voters, or the
auditor determnes to return to a polling place election environnent,
the auditor shall notify each registered voter, by mail, of this and
shal | provide the address of the polling place to be used.

(2) The county auditor may designate the entire county as a mail

bal |l ot county. The county auditor shall notify each reqgistered voter
by mail that for all future prinaries and elections the voting will be

by mail ballot only. If the auditor deternmnes to return to a polling
pl ace election environment, the auditor shall notify each reqistered
voter, by mail, of this and shall provide the address of the polling

pl ace to be used.

Sec. 2. RCW29.38.020 and 2001 ¢ 241 s 16 are each anended to read
as follows:

At any nonpartisan special election not being held in conjunction
with a state primary or general election, the county, city, town, or
district requesting the election pursuant to RCW29.13.010 or 29.13. 020
may al so request that the special election be conducted by mail ball ot.
The county auditor may honor the request or may determ ne that the
election is not to be conducted by nmail ballot. The decision of the
county auditor in this regard is final.

wa-—batot—)) The auditor shall handle inactive voters in the
((same)) manner ((as—rract+ve—voters—+n—mat—baltot—preecinets))

provided in section 4 of this act.

Sec. 3. RCW 29. 38. 030 and 2001 c 241 s 17 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:
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((HA—ah—odd-—nunbered—year)) The county auditor nmay conduct a
primary or a special election by mail ballot ((eenreurrently—wth—the

atthor-ty—eb—the—county—etty—oar—teownr—-nvelved) ) .

The county auditor shall notify ((ar)) each election jurisdiction
for which a primary or a special election is to be held that the
primary or special election will be conducted by nmail ballot.

{( { A—prirary n--an-odd- nunber ed year nmay not - be cono e

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 29.38 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Except as otherw se provided by law, mail ballots nust be processed
in the same manner as absentee ball ots. Except where a recount or
litigation under RCW 29.04.030 is pending, the county auditor shall
have sufficient mail ballots ready to mail to voters of that county at
| east twenty days before a primary, general election, or special
el ection.

As soon as ballots are available, the county auditor shall mail or
deliver a ballot and an envel ope, preaddressed to the issuing officer,
to each active registered voter. The auditor shall send each inactive
voter either a ballot or an application to receive a ballot. The
auditor shall determne which of the two is to be sent. If the
i nactive voter returns a voted ballot, the ballot nmust be counted and
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the voter's status restored to active. |f the inactive voter conpletes
and returns an application, a ballot nmust be sent and the voter's
status restored to active.

Sec. 5. RCW29.04.040 and 1999 c 158 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No paper ballot precinct may contain nore than three hundred
active registered voters. The county |legislative authority may divide,
alter, or conbine precincts so that, whenever practicable, over-
popul at ed precincts shall contain no nore than two hundred fifty active
regi stered voters in anticipation of future growth

(2) Precinct boundaries may be altered at any tinme as long as
sufficient tine exists prior to a given election for the necessary
procedural steps to be honored. Except as permtted under subsection
(5) of this section, no precinct boundaries may be changed during the
period starting on the thirtieth day prior to the first day for
candidates to file for the primary el ection and ending wth the day of
the general election.

(3) Precincts in which voting machines or electronic voting devices
are used may contain as many as nine hundred active registered voters.
The nunber of poll-site ballot counting devices at each polling place
is at the discretion of the auditor. The nunber of devices nust be
adequate to neet the expected voter turnout.

(4) On petition of twenty-five or nore voters resident nore than
ten mles fromany polling site, the county | egislative authority shal
establish a separate voting precinct therefor.

(5) The county auditor shall tenporarily adjust precinct boundaries
when a city or town annexes unincorporated territory to the city or
t own. The adjustnent shall be made as soon as possible after the
approval of the annexation. The tenporary adjustnent shall be limted
to the mninmum changes necessary to accommodate the addition of the
territory to the city or town and shall remain in effect only unti
preci nct boundary nodifications reflecting the annexation are adopted
by the county |l egislative authority.

The county legislative authority may establish by ordinance a
limtation on the maxi mum nunber of active registered voters in each
precinct within its jurisdiction. The limtation may be different for
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preci ncts based upon the nmethod of voting used for such precincts and
the nunber may be less than the nunber established by law, but in no
case may the nunber exceed that authorized by |aw.

The county legislative authority of each county in the state
hereafter fornmed shall, at their first session, divide their respective
counties into election precincts with tw hundred fifty active
registered voters or less and establish the boundaries of the
precincts. The county auditor shall thereupon designate the voting
pl ace for each such precinct.

(6) ({Indetermningthernunber—olactiveregisteredvoters—rtorthe

ROW29-36-013shal—net—be—ecounted—)) Nothing in this subsection may
be construed as altering the vote tallying requirenments of RCW
29. 62. 090.

~-- END ---
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